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Brief Self Introduction
n Onur Mutlu

q Full Professor @ ETH Zurich ITET (INFK), since Sept 2015  
q Strecker Professor @ Carnegie Mellon University ECE (CS), 2009-2016, 2016-…
q Started the Comp Arch Research Group @ Microsoft Research, 2006-2009
q Worked @ Google, VMware, Microsoft Research, Apple, Intel, AMD
q PhD in ECE from University of Texas at Austin in 2006
q https://people.inf.ethz.ch/omutlu/ omutlu@gmail.com

n Research and Teaching in:
q Computer architecture, systems, hardware security, bioinformatics
q Memory and storage systems
q Robust & dependable hardware systems: security, safety, predictability, reliability
q Hardware/software cooperation
q New computing paradigms; architectures with emerging technologies/devices
q Architectures for bioinformatics, genomics, health, medicine, AI/ML
q … 
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SAFARI Research Group
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https://safari.ethz.ch

http://www.safari.ethz.ch/


40+ Researchers

https://safari.ethz.ch

Onur Mutlu’s SAFARI Research Group
Computer architecture, HW/SW, systems, bioinformatics, security, memory

https://safari.ethz.ch/safari-newsletter-april-2020/

http://www.safari.ethz.ch/
https://safari.ethz.ch/safari-newsletter-april-2020/


SAFARI Newsletter April 2020 Edition
n https://safari.ethz.ch/safari-newsletter-april-2020/
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SAFARI Newsletter January 2021 Edition
n https://safari.ethz.ch/safari-newsletter-january-2021/
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SAFARI Newsletter December 2021 Edition
n https://safari.ethz.ch/safari-newsletter-december-2021/
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Many Interesting Things 
Are Happening Today 

in Computer Architecture

8

Performance
and

Energy Efficiency



TESLA Full Self-Driving Computer (2019)
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n ML accelerator: 260 mm2, 6 billion transistors, 
600 GFLOPS GPU, 12 ARM 2.2 GHz CPUs.

n Two redundant chips for better safety.

https://youtu.be/Ucp0TTmvqOE?t=4236

https://youtu.be/Ucp0TTmvqOE?t=4236


Google TPU Generation I (~2016)
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Jouppi et al., “In-Datacenter Performance Analysis of a Tensor Processing Unit”, ISCA 2017.



Google TPU Generation II (2017)
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https://www.nextplatform.com/2017/05/17/first-depth-look-googles-new-second-generation-tpu/

4 TPU chips
vs 1 chip in TPU1

High Bandwidth Memory 
vs DDR3

Floating point operations
vs FP16

45 TFLOPS per chip
vs 23 TOPS

Designed for training 
and inference
vs only inference



Google TPU Generation III (2019)

12https://cloud.google.com/tpu/docs/system-architecture

32GB HBM per chip
vs 16GB HBM in TPU2

4 Matrix Units per chip
vs 2 Matrix Units in TPU2

90 TFLOPS per chip
vs 45 TFLOPS in TPU2



Google TPU Generation IV (2021)
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250 TFLOPS per chip in 2021
vs 90 TFLOPS in TPU3

1 ExaFLOPS per board

New ML applications (vs. TPU3):
• Computer vision
• Natural Language Processing (NLP)
• Recommender system
• Reinforcement learning that plays Go

https://spectrum.ieee.org/tech-talk/computing/hardware/heres-how-googles-tpu-v4-ai-chip-stacked-up-in-training-tests



An Example Modern Systolic Array: TPU (II)
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Jouppi et al., “In-Datacenter Performance Analysis of a Tensor Processing Unit”, ISCA 2017.



An Example Modern Systolic Array: TPU (III)
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Many (Other) AI/ML Chips

n Alibaba
n Amazon
n Facebook
n Google
n Huawei
n Intel
n Microsoft
n NVIDIA
n Tesla
n Many Others and Many Startups…

n Many More to Come…
16



Many (Other) AI/ML Chips (2019)

n Alibaba
n Amazon
n Facebook
n Google
n Huawei
n Microsoft
n NVIDIA
n Tesla
n Many Startups…

n Many More to Come…

17https://basicmi.github.io/AI-Chip/

https://basicmi.github.io/AI-Chip/


Many (Other) AI/ML Chips (2021)

n Alibaba
n Amazon
n Facebook
n Google
n Huawei
n Microsoft
n NVIDIA
n Tesla
n Many Startups…

n Many More to Come…

18https://basicmi.github.io/AI-Chip/

https://basicmi.github.io/AI-Chip/


Computer architecture, HW/SW, systems, bioinformatics, security

Graphics and Vision Processing

Heterogeneous
Processors and 

Accelerators

Hybrid Main Memory

Persistent Memory/Storage

Build fundamentally better architectures

Current Research Mission



Four Key Current Directions

n Fundamentally Secure/Reliable/Safe Architectures

n Fundamentally Energy-Efficient Architectures
q Memory-centric (Data-centric) Architectures

n Fundamentally Low-Latency and Predictable Architectures

n Architectures for AI/ML, Genomics, Medicine, Health, …
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Fundamentally Better Architectures

Data-centric

Data-driven

Data-aware
21



The Transformation Hierarchy
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Micro-architecture
SW/HW Interface

Program/Language
Algorithm
Problem

Logic
Devices

System Software

Electrons

Computer Architecture 
(narrow view)

Computer Architecture 
(expanded view)



Axiom
To achieve the highest energy efficiency and performance:

we must take the expanded view
of computer architecture
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Micro-architecture
SW/HW Interface

Program/Language
Algorithm
Problem

Logic
Devices

System Software

Electrons

Co-design across the hierarchy:
Algorithms to devices

Specialize as much as possible
within the design goals



Current Research Mission & Major Topics

n Data-centric arch. for low energy & high perf.
q Proc. in Mem/DRAM, NVM, unified mem/storage 

n Low-latency & predictable architectures
q Low-latency, low-energy yet low-cost memory
q QoS-aware and predictable memory systems 

n Fundamentally secure/reliable/safe arch.
q Tolerating all bit flips; patchable HW; secure mem 

n Architectures for ML/AI/Genomics/Health/Med 
q Algorithm/arch./logic co-design; full heterogeneity

n Data-driven and data-aware architectures
q ML/AI-driven architectural controllers and design
q Expressive memory and expressive systems
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Micro-architecture
SW/HW Interface

Program/Language
Algorithm
Problem

Logic
Devices

System Software

Electrons

Build fundamentally better architectures

Broad research 
spanning apps, systems, logic
with architecture at the center



Research Across the Computing Stack
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Micro-architecture
SW/HW Interface

Program/Language
Algorithm
Problem

Logic
Devices

System Software

Electrons

Computer Architecture 
(expanded view)

Workloads & Analysis

System Designs

Architecture & HW/SW

Implementation
(CPU, FPGA, GPU, HWAcc, 

PIM, combinations)

Circuits & New Technology

Tools & Infrastructure 
(at all levels)



New Genome Sequencing Technologies

26

Senol Cali+, “Nanopore Sequencing Technology and Tools for Genome 
Assembly: Computational Analysis of the Current State, Bottlenecks 
and Future Directions,” Briefings in Bioinformatics, 2018.
[Open arxiv.org version]

Oxford Nanopore MinION

https://arxiv.org/pdf/1711.08774.pdf


Genome 
Analysis
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Future of Genome Sequencing & Analysis

29
SmidgION from ONT

MinION from ONT
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Mohammed Alser, Zülal Bingöl, Damla Senol Cali, Jeremie Kim, Saugata Ghose, Can Alkan, Onur Mutlu
“Accelerating Genome Analysis: A Primer on an Ongoing Journey” IEEE Micro, August 2020.

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2008.00961.pdf


Accelerating Genome Analysis [IEEE MICRO 2020]

n Mohammed Alser, Zulal Bingol, Damla Senol Cali, Jeremie Kim, Saugata Ghose, Can 
Alkan, and Onur Mutlu,
"Accelerating Genome Analysis: A Primer on an Ongoing Journey"
IEEE Micro (IEEE MICRO), Vol. 40, No. 5, pages 65-75, September/October 2020.
[Slides (pptx)(pdf)]
[Talk Video (1 hour 2 minutes)]
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https://people.inf.ethz.ch/omutlu/pub/AcceleratingGenomeAnalysis_ieeemicro20.pdf
http://www.computer.org/micro/
https://people.inf.ethz.ch/omutlu/pub/onur-AcceleratingGenomeAnalysis-AACBB-Keynote-Feb-16-2019-FINAL.pptx
https://people.inf.ethz.ch/omutlu/pub/onur-AcceleratingGenomeAnalysis-AACBB-Keynote-Feb-16-2019-FINAL.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPnSmfwu2-A


Goal: Processing Inside Memory Systems

n Many questions … How do we design the:
q compute-capable memory & controllers?
q processor chip and in-memory units?
q software and hardware interfaces?
q system software, compilers, languages?
q algorithms and theoretical foundations?

Cache

Processor
Core

Interconnect

Memory Database

Graphs

Media 
Query

Results

Micro-architecture
SW/HW Interface

Program/Language
Algorithm
Problem

Logic
Devices

System Software

Electrons



Cerebras’s Wafer Scale Engine (2019)

32

Cerebras WSE               
1.2 Trillion transistors

46,225 mm2

Largest GPU               
21.1 Billion transistors

815 mm2

n The largest ML 
accelerator chip

n 400,000 cores 

NVIDIA TITAN V
https://www.anandtech.com/show/14758/hot-chips-31-live-blogs-cerebras-wafer-scale-deep-learning

https://www.cerebras.net/cerebras-wafer-scale-engine-why-we-need-big-chips-for-deep-learning/

https://www.anandtech.com/show/14758/hot-chips-31-live-blogs-cerebras-wafer-scale-deep-learning
https://www.cerebras.net/cerebras-wafer-scale-engine-why-we-need-big-chips-for-deep-learning/


Cerebras’s Wafer Scale Engine-2 (2021)
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Cerebras WSE-2               
2.6 Trillion transistors

46,225 mm2

Largest GPU               
54.2 Billion transistors

826 mm2

n The largest ML 
accelerator chip (2021)

n 850,000 cores 

NVIDIA Ampere GA100
https://www.anandtech.com/show/14758/hot-chips-31-live-blogs-cerebras-wafer-scale-deep-learning

https://www.cerebras.net/cerebras-wafer-scale-engine-why-we-need-big-chips-for-deep-learning/

https://www.anandtech.com/show/14758/hot-chips-31-live-blogs-cerebras-wafer-scale-deep-learning
https://www.cerebras.net/cerebras-wafer-scale-engine-why-we-need-big-chips-for-deep-learning/


Opportunity: 3D-Stacked Logic+Memory

34

Logic

Memory

Other “True 3D” technologies
under development



SAFARI PhD and Post-Doc Alumni
n https://safari.ethz.ch/safari-alumni/

n Minesh Patel (ETH Zurich), MICRO 2020 and DSN 2020 Best Paper Awards; ISCA Hall of Fame 2021
n Damla Senol Cali (Bionano Genomics), SRC TECHCON 2019 Best Student Presentation Award
n Nastaran Hajinazar (ETH Zurich)
n Gagandeep Singh (ETH Zurich), FPL 2020 Best Paper Award Finalist
n Amirali Boroumand (Stanford Univ à Google), SRC TECHCON 2018 Best Student Presentation Award
n Jeremie Kim (ETH Zurich), EDAA Outstanding Dissertation Award 2020; IEEE Micro Top Picks 2019; ISCA/MICRO HoF 2021
n Nandita Vijaykumar (Univ. of Toronto, Assistant Professor), ISCA Hall of Fame 2021
n Kevin Hsieh (Microsoft Research, Senior Researcher)
n Justin Meza (Facebook), HiPEAC 2015 Best Student Presentation Award; ICCD 2012 Best Paper Award
n Mohammed Alser (ETH Zurich), IEEE Turkey Best PhD Thesis Award 2018
n Yixin Luo (Google), HPCA 2015 Best Paper Session
n Kevin Chang (Facebook), SRC TECHCON 2016 Best Student Presentation Award
n Rachata Ausavarungnirun (KMUNTB, Assistant Professor), NOCS 2015 and NOCS 2012 Best Paper Award Finalist
n Gennady Pekhimenko (Univ. of Toronto, Assistant Professor), ISCA Hall of Fame 2021; ASPLOS 2015 SRC Winner
n Vivek Seshadri (Microsoft Research)
n Donghyuk Lee (NVIDIA Research, Senior Researcher), HPCA Hall of Fame 2018
n Yoongu Kim (Software Robotics à Google), TCAD’19 Top Pick Award; IEEE Micro Top Picks’10; HPCA’10 Best Paper Session
n Lavanya Subramanian (Intel Labs à Facebook)

n Samira Khan (Univ. of Virginia, Assistant Professor), HPCA 2014 Best Paper Session
n Saugata Ghose (Univ. of Illinois, Assistant Professor), DFRWS-EU 2017 Best Paper Award
n Jawad Haj-Yahya (Huawei Research Zurich, Principal Researcher)
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Research & Teaching: Some Overview Talks
https://www.youtube.com/onurmutlulectures

n Future Computing Architectures
q https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgiZlSOcGFM&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi8D_5MGV6EnXEJHnV2YFBJl&index=1

n Enabling In-Memory Computation
q https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=njX_14584Jw&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi8D_5MGV6EnXEJHnV2YFBJl&index=16

n Accelerating Genome Analysis
q https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7sn41lH-4A&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi8D_5MGV6EnXEJHnV2YFBJl&index=41

n Rethinking Memory System Design
q https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F7xZLNMIY1E&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi8D_5MGV6EnXEJHnV2YFBJl&index=3

n Intelligent Architectures for Intelligent Machines
q https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6_LgzuNdkw&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi8D_5MGV6EnXEJHnV2YFBJl&index=25

n The Story of RowHammer
q https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgd7PHQQ1AI&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi8D_5MGV6EnXEJHnV2YFBJl&index=39
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https://www.youtube.com/onurmutlulectures
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Online Courses & Lectures

n First Computer Architecture & Digital Design Course
q Digital Design and Computer Architecture 
q Spring 2021 Livestream Edition: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbC0EZY8yw4&list=PL5Q
2soXY2Zi_uej3aY39YB5pfW4SJ7LlN

n Advanced Computer Architecture Course
q Computer Architecture
q Falll 2020 Edition: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3mPdZA-
Fmc&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi9xidyIgBxUz7xRPS-wisBN

37https://www.youtube.com/onurmutlulectures

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbC0EZY8yw4&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi_uej3aY39YB5pfW4SJ7LlN
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3mPdZA-Fmc&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi9xidyIgBxUz7xRPS-wisBN
https://www.youtube.com/onurmutlulectures
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DDCA (Spring 2021)

n https://safari.ethz.ch/digitaltechnik/
spring2021/doku.php?id=schedule

n https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=LbC0EZY8yw4&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi
_uej3aY39YB5pfW4SJ7LlN

n Bachelor’s course
q 2nd semester at ETH Zurich
q Rigorous introduction into “How 

Computers Work”
q Digital Design/Logic
q Computer Architecture
q 10 FPGA Lab Assignments

39

https://safari.ethz.ch/digitaltechnik/spring2021/doku.php?id=schedule
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbC0EZY8yw4&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi_uej3aY39YB5pfW4SJ7LlN


Comp Arch (Fall 2020)

n https://safari.ethz.ch/architecture/fall20
20/doku.php?id=schedule

n https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3
mPdZA-
Fmc&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi9xidyIgBxUz7x
RPS-wisBN

n Master’s level course
q Taken by Bachelor’s/Masters/PhD 

students
q Cutting-edge research topics + 

fundamentals in Computer Architecture
q 5 Simulator-based Lab Assignments
q Potential research exploration
q Many research readings

40

https://safari.ethz.ch/architecture/fall2020/doku.php?id=schedule
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3mPdZA-Fmc&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi9xidyIgBxUz7xRPS-wisBN


Comp Arch (Current)

n https://safari.ethz.ch/architecture/fall20
21/doku.php?id=schedule

n Youtube Livestream:
q https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4yfk

M_5EFgo&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi-
Mnk1PxjEIG32HAGILkTOF

n Master’s level course
q Taken by Bachelor’s/Masters/PhD 

students
q Cutting-edge research topics + 

fundamentals in Computer Architecture
q 5 Simulator-based Lab Assignments
q Potential research exploration
q Many research readings
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https://safari.ethz.ch/architecture/fall2021/doku.php?id=schedule
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4yfkM_5EFgo&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi-Mnk1PxjEIG32HAGILkTOF
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Seminar (Spring’21)

n https://safari.ethz.ch/architecture_semin
ar/spring2021/doku.php?id=schedule

n https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3m
93ZpLOyw&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi_awYdjm
WVIUegsbY7TPGW4

n Critical analysis course
q Taken by Bachelor’s/Masters/PhD 

students
q Cutting-edge research topics + 

fundamentals in Computer Architecture
q 20+ research papers, presentations, 

analyses

42

https://safari.ethz.ch/architecture_seminar/spring2021/doku.php?id=schedule
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Seminar (Current)

n https://safari.ethz.ch/architecture_semin
ar/fall2021/doku.php?id=schedule

n Youtube Livestream:
q https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4TcP

297mdsI&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi_7UBNmC9B
8Yr5JSwTG9yH4

n Critical analysis course
q Taken by Bachelor’s/Masters/PhD 

students
q Cutting-edge research topics + 

fundamentals in Computer Architecture
q 20+ research papers, presentations, 

analyses
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https://safari.ethz.ch/architecture_seminar/fall2021/doku.php?id=schedule
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4TcP297mdsI&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi_7UBNmC9B8Yr5JSwTG9yH4
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Hands-On Projects & Seminars Courses 

n https://safari.ethz.ch/projects_and_seminars/doku.php

44

https://safari.ethz.ch/projects_and_seminars/doku.php


PIM Course (Current)

n Fall 2021 Edition: 
q https://safari.ethz.ch/projects_and_semi

nars/fall2021/doku.php?id=processing_in
_memory

n Youtube Livestream:
q https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9e4

Chnwdovo&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi-
841fUYYUK9EsXKhQKRPyX

n Project course
q Taken by Bachelor’s/Master’s students
q Processing-in-Memory lectures
q Hands-on research exploration
q Many research readings

45
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Open-Source Artifacts

https://github.com/CMU-SAFARI

46

https://github.com/CMU-SAFARI


Open Source Tools: SAFARI GitHub

47https://github.com/CMU-SAFARI/

https://github.com/CMU-SAFARI/
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Papers, Talks, Artifacts

n All are available at

https://people.inf.ethz.ch/omutlu/projects.htm

https://www.youtube.com/onurmutlulectures

https://github.com/CMU-SAFARI/ 

49

https://people.inf.ethz.ch/omutlu/projects.htm
https://www.youtube.com/onurmutlulectures


More on Fast & Efficient Genome Analysis …
n Onur Mutlu,

"Accelerating Genome Analysis: A Primer on an Ongoing Journey"
Invited Lecture at Technion, Virtual, 26 January 2021.
[Slides (pptx) (pdf)]
[Talk Video (1 hour 37 minutes, including Q&A)]
[Related Invited Paper (at IEEE Micro, 2020)]
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https://people.inf.ethz.ch/omutlu/pub/onur-Technion-AcceleratingGenomeAnalysis-Jan-26-2021-final.pptx
https://www.technion.ac.il/en/
https://people.inf.ethz.ch/omutlu/pub/onur-Technion-AcceleratingGenomeAnalysis-Jan-26-2021-final.pptx
https://people.inf.ethz.ch/omutlu/pub/onur-Technion-AcceleratingGenomeAnalysis-Jan-26-2021-final.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7sn41lH-4A
https://people.inf.ethz.ch/omutlu/pub/AcceleratingGenomeAnalysis_ieeemicro20.pdf


Detailed Lectures on Genome Analysis
n Computer Architecture, Fall 2020, Lecture 3a

q Introduction to Genome Sequence Analysis (ETH Zürich, Fall 2020)
q https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CrRb32v7SJc&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi9xidyIgBxUz7

xRPS-wisBN&index=5

n Computer Architecture, Fall 2020, Lecture 8
q Intelligent Genome Analysis (ETH Zürich, Fall 2020)
q https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygmQpdDTL7o&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi9xidyIgBxU

z7xRPS-wisBN&index=14

n Computer Architecture, Fall 2020, Lecture 9a
q GenASM: Approx. String Matching Accelerator (ETH Zürich, Fall 2020)
q https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XoLpzmN-

Pas&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi9xidyIgBxUz7xRPS-wisBN&index=15 

n Accelerating Genomics Project Course, Fall 2020, Lecture 1
q Accelerating Genomics (ETH Zürich, Fall 2020)
q https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgjl8ZyLsAg&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi9E2bBVAgCqL

gwiDRQDTyId

51https://www.youtube.com/onurmutlulectures

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CrRb32v7SJc&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi9xidyIgBxUz7xRPS-wisBN&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygmQpdDTL7o&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi9xidyIgBxUz7xRPS-wisBN&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gR7XR-Eepcg&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi9xidyIgBxUz7xRPS-wisBN&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgjl8ZyLsAg&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi9E2bBVAgCqLgwiDRQDTyId
https://www.youtube.com/onurmutlulectures


SAFARI Live Seminars (I)

https://safari.ethz.ch/safari-seminar-series/

https://safari.ethz.ch/safari-seminar-series/


SAFARI Live Seminars (II)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8Hjy2iU9l4&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi_tOTAYm--dYByNPL7JhwR9&index=1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8Hjy2iU9l4&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi_tOTAYm--dYByNPL7JhwR9&index=1


Upcoming SAFARI Live Seminar (Feb 28)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2-qB0J7KHw
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2-qB0J7KHw


A Long Talk on Our Research & Teaching
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83tlorht7Mc&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi8D_5MGV6EnXEJHnV2YFBJl&index=54

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83tlorht7Mc&list=PL5Q2soXY2Zi8D_5MGV6EnXEJHnV2YFBJl&index=54


An Interview on Computing Futures
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ffSEKZhmvo
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